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Getting Started
By Denise Jacobson RDH
Travelling to Honduras for me as
part of a mission seemed daunting
and impossible. I wasn’t sure who
I would be meeting or what the
conditions would be like. After a
year of prayer, I decided to take the
leap of faith and with my employer,
Dr. John Schacherl and other coworkers, I went. Mary reassured us
and met with the medical/dental
team before leaving, making sure we
were ready for a successful trip.
Arriving in Honduras, the chaos
and humidity hit me. Our translator,
Fernando, met us at the airport and
put me at ease. While travelling the
two hours up the mountain, I was
captivated by the beautiful landscape
out the window, but even more by
the people that were a part of it. We
arrived at La Providencia after a long
day of travel, and even after seeing
the dental clinic, I still had reservations about how we could run full
dental services from this room with
three chairs. However, my doubts
disappeared the next day when we
had the clinic in motion. Patients
arrived with smiles, and for the most
part they were eager to see us. The
patients were primarily children—
orphans from the homes on site,
and school children from the local
community. There was an incredibly high caries rate due to nutrient
deficiencies and lack of education in
oral hygiene. It was an unpredictable
week, and everyone had to pitch in
in some unexpected ways. I even got
to do some dental assisting, which
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is out of the norm from my regular
futures. I feel blessed to be able to
dental hygiene position.
see these young people mature and
As we were leaving, I was exhaustgrow. We have also had the opportued, but I knew that I would be back.
nity to see a lot of their parents, and
A few months later, another dental
also the La Providencia staff.
trip was planned
and I jumped at
the chance to return to Honduras.
That was in 2011,
and over the past
seven years we
have seen incredible progress in
the oral hygiene
of the students
and orphans in
the community.
The same kids
are seen every
six months and
Denise and her patient in Honduras
because of this
schedule and
their hard work, there are almost no
For me, travelling to Honduras is
caries in the older students. Dr. John
my opportunity to use my skills in
Schacherl and SRW have now made
dental hygiene to serve a group of
this simple room into a beautiful
people who have become family.
clinic with five chairs, two rooms
I’m so thankful for Sharing
and just about ready for any proceResources Worldwide and Dr. Schdure necessary. As the community
acherl for helping to provide the
is becoming more educated in oral
necessities to improve the health
health, we are hoping to continue
in this wonderful community. Well
to see even less dental decay in the
worth the leap of faith! ●
future.
One of my favorite opportunities
that we have is the chance to go into
the school and do an educational
presentation about oral care. Interacting with the children one-on-one
and answering their questions makes
Look for us on facebook!
me excited and hopeful for their
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A Different Point of View
By Iveth Villatoro MD
I will start by saying that every new
experience gives you a new way to
see things…
Since I was a 10-year-old girl, I
have had the opportunity to serve
as an interpreter for several medical
teams that came to my country to
help the doctors and my people.
Maybe that is why I choose to be
a physician. I went to college and
became a general medicine doctor.
Now I can say that I love what I do.
It is great to see someone that comes
into my office and they open their
selves and expose to me their physical need, but then they also open
their hearts and share what is inside
of them.
This is the first time that I had the
chance to work with a “prosthetic
or artificial eye brigade.” I met more
than 25 new people—men, women,
kids, and teenagers from all over
Honduras, and everyone with a story
to tell. None of them were good
stories, they were all sad ones, but
none of the people were sad. They
told me how they lost one of their
eyes. It was maybe because of cancer
or an accident, either one of them
cost them the price of not having an
eye, and now not being “normal.”
In three of those 23 cases they were
totally blind.
I never thought that there were so
many cases out there of people with
only one eye. This past week each
patient gave me a lesson. Each parent
seated by their child held their hands
while Mike was getting the molds of
what is going to be their new eye. I
heard several times: “Be calm, you

Dr. Iveth Villatoro
will look so good once you get your
eye!” and many other positive comments. All of them just reminded
me how blessed I am and I see how
God’s will works in so many different ways for each single person.
I saw many tears fall down, but not
a single one of them were of pain,
but because of joy, happiness and
gratitude. How could I not see things
in the same way?
I feel so pleased to be part of this
team. It just makes me feel more in
love with what I do and I pray that
God will open more doors for those
who need help and that he continues
to use more people just as the ones
at SRW to keep bringing hope and
joy to them. ●

Michael Hughes, ocularist,
with a patient and his mom

Changes at SRW
Our SRW Board president has stepped off of
our board. Richard Thompson served on our
board for 11 years and was president most of that
time. He guided us through some challenging
times and we are very grateful for his wisdom
and support. We wish him the very best in all his
endeavors. A new board president with be named
soon. ●
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One Hand At A Time
Our hand surgery team arrived
in Honduras on Oct. 4, 2016 and
was very excited and ready to go to
work at La Providencia Clinic. Half
of the team was from Iowa and half
of them from Philadelphia, PA. Four
of the 14 team members were new
to the mission team. After screening
40 patients, 20 were candidates for
surgery. Some of the remainder were
patients we treated on last year’s
mission and their good results were
great to see.
This unique team comes from
across the US and works very well
together to deliver great surgical care
for the patients we treat. Dr’s Apurva
Shah and Ericka Lawler recruit great
team members and everyone does
their duties and more!
Working this year with our donated mini c-arm for intraoperative
x-rays makes so many more procedures possible. A newly installed
sterilizer also made our week go
smoother. Thank you Gary Haefer of
Madison for being our biomedical
engineer extraordinaire! None of our

teams would function without
you.
Our occupational therapist
also saw 27 patients and was
instrumental in making many
splints for use post op and for
patients who did not require
surgery. Also her instructions
on post-operative care were
most important for the surgical
cases.
This team will return to Honduras in September of 2018.
Team members were:
Ericka Lawler MD
Nickolas Beck MD
Melinda Searing MD
Paula Woods RN
Deb Fehr RN
Lynn Burleson SC
Maria Gordon MD
Apurva Shah MD
Laura Corvalli CRNA
Lori Merk RN
Pam Sarcinello RN
Michele Friday RN
Mary Dowling RN
Meagan Pehnke OT ●

Lynn and Deb are excited
about the new sterilizer!

Dr. Lawler and crew

The SRW hand team 2017
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Maria and mom pre-op
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From Far and Wide
Although it was warm during
a great fall in Wisconsin, our
strabismus /dental team was in
Siguatepeque, Honduras at the PWM
clinic there for our annual mission
on Nov. 4–11, 2017. It was a bit cool
and rainy in Honduras and the roads
unusually bumpy as a result, but
none of that kept our patients from
traveling across Honduras in hopes
of receiving treatment for their
crossed eyes during that week. 96
patients were screened in two days
of clinic exams, and in four days 34
had corrective surgery.
A great team of professionals from
Wisconsin, Minnesota (one Viking
fan), Iowa and the UK came together
to deliver great medical surgical care
for our young patients. The staff and
students of Providence World Ministries also received complete dental
care and more dental equipment was
installed.
Previous to this mission our
Biomedical Engineer, Gary Haefer,
was in Honduras for a week preparing, installing, and repairing our

equipment. This allows our teams to
accomplish what they do. His task
is so important to any of our team’s
successes there in Siguatepeque.
Thank you Gary!
Strabismus team members were:
Robert Bechtel MD
Lloyd Bender MD
Jean Tauke RN
Wendy Read RN
Pat Kreibich RN
Mary Dowling RN
Dick Beinborn CRNA
Matt Dyer CRNA
Rose Silveira CRNA
Mary Casey RN
Jackie Schmitt ORT
Charlene Sauer NP
Valerie Behrens CORT
Dental Team Members
John Schacherl DDS
Kim Brabender RDH
Denise Jacobson RDH
Brenda Maxwell DA
Alyssa Tucker DA
Kelly Maxwell Student
Paul Maxwell Mr. Fixit ●

Matt taking Sophia back to the OR

We can straighten that eye!
Post op day 1, ready to go
home

The SRW strabismus and dental teams 2017

When shopping on-line at Amazon, be sure to
Jose waking up in recovery room after
surgery
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enter through smile.amazon.com when ordering and put
SRW into that info and we will receive 0.5% back in a
donation from Amazon.
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For The Children
By Pat Kreibich
On Oct. 21–28, 2017 Drs Steven
Koslov and Michael Yaffe conducted a pediatric screening clinic in
Siguatepeque, Honduras at the John
Eaves Clinic at Providence World
Ministries. In spite of it being an
extremely rainy week, parents were
able to make their way to the clinic
with their children for evaluations.
Many walked long distances carrying
their children. One very rainy day a
local church brought families from
their church and neighborhood in
the back of a pickup. The doctors
were able to treat the normal childhood illnesses that were presented,
but also provided counseling to
parents whose children had more
involved problems.
One evening of that week the two
physicians gave a presentation to
local doctors about respiratory and
gastrointestinal problems common

to various pediatric age groups.
Respiratory problems are common
there due to the fact that many cook
over open fires inside of their homes.
That smoke is very harmful to all
who reside inside the homes.
Dr. Koslov directed discussion not
only on diagnosis and treatment but
also spoke of an improved cooking
stove that is being introduced in
many developing countries that
presents the smoke buildup from
staying in the homes. Dr. Yaffe
discussed possible causes and
treatments of abdominal pain and
bloody stools in children. The local
doctors expressed much appreciation
for the presentation and information
they received.
It was a good week of all team
members working well together and
the team being well cared for by
our friends at PWM. Our Honduran
interpreters were also a huge help in

the daily communication with our
parents and pediatric patients.
Team members were:
Steve Koslov MD
Michael Yaffe MD
Pat Kreibich RN
Mary Dowling RN
Iveth Villatoro MD
Aracely Quintero
Sophia Romero Villela ●

Dr. Michael Yaffe with one
of his patients

0ur entire team from
Honduras and Wisconsin

Dr. Koslov checking ears of
a patient

Not Cancelled: Just Postponed
As you can see from this newsletter, last fall was a busy time for SRW,
as mission teams took medical and
dental care to Honduras. But things
changed quickly after the November
2017 presidential election there.
Because of many irregularities
noted in the election process, citizens
of Honduras staged large demonstrations to protest the process and
Sharing Resources Worldwide

the results. Throughout November,
December and January, roads were
blockaded and bridges were closed,
making travel difficult and unsafe.
Because we did not want to risk the
safety of our mission teams, or our
patients and their parents who travel
to the clinic in Siguatepeque from all
over the country, we postponed mission trips scheduled for January and

February 2018. The affected teams
included orthopedics, eyeglasses and
ocular plastics.
All the postponed missions have
been rescheduled, some this year and
some in 2019. SRW’s hand team will
go to Honduras this fall with our
dental team, and the eyeglass team
will go in November. ●
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What Has Happened at SRW in 15 Years?
Team members have come from
Wisconsin, California, Florida, Iowa,
Minnesota, Pennsylvania, Colorado,
Illinois, Kentucky, Georgia, North
Carolina, Israel, UK and Honduras.
We have had over 237 volunteers
on our teams.
We receive items in our warehouse
from hospitals, clinics, nursing
homes, medical supply companies,
home care companies, senior centers
and individuals. (About 20
businesses)
We have had a total of 50
mission teams — 36 of them to
Honduras and the remainder
to Guatemala, Peru, Nicaragua,
and Guinea West Africa.
Over 375 shipments have left our
dock to all parts of the world. 15
shipments have gone to Honduras.
Funds raised to support our missions with no paid staff — well over
$1,700,000.
Number of persons treated on
missions (through the end of 2017):
• Eyeglasses – 4,981
• Orthopedic procedures – 336
(hands and feet)
• Ocularist – 156
• Ocular plastics – 79
• Occupational therapy/Physical
therapy – 49
• Pediatrics –330
• Dental – 1674
• Strabismus - 259
TOTAL = 7,864 (over 4,400 of
them in Honduras)
We screened at last twice that
number in15 years
In 2016 we treated 999 in Honduras and in 2017 we treated 523.
SRW is not about numbers but
this is a lot of lives changed and better futures realized all thanks to our
volunteers here, on our teams, and
our partners in other countries. ●
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With Gratitude
There are many individuals and companies, both local and from across the U.S., that assist with surgical teams by
donating funds and or supplies. The success of our missions is very dependent on these donors.
We wish to thank them and acknowledge their contributions to our efforts. There are too many to list here…but we
thank you all!

3M
Access Community Health
Center
Alcon
Allergan
Alliance Trailer
American Family
Children’s Hospital
American Society for
Surgery of the Hand
Anew Medical
ARC Medical, Inc
Attic Angels
Beloit Memorial Hospital
Bone and Joint Surgery
Center, Wausau
Bonnet Prairie Lutheran
Church
Colgate
Davis Duehr Dean

Dean Clinc
Dean/St. Mary’s Day
Surgery Center
Dick Beinborn
Enova
Epic
Fitchburg Senior Center
Fort Healthcare, Inc.
Good Samaritan Society/
Fennimore
Health Net of Rock
County
Healthwerks
Home Health United
Hometown Pharmacy/
Fitchburg
ImagesPlus Printing
JSF, Inc.
Main Street Dentists
McFarland Lions Club

Medline
Menomonie Wisconsin
Lions Club
Middleton Senior Center
Midwest Biomedical
Services
Mobile Instruments
Mobility Store
Monroe Hospital and
Clinic
Patterson Medical
Pizza Hut of Southwest
Wisconsin
Reedsburg Area Medical
Center
Roz Klanderman
St. Mary’s Hospital,
Janesville
St. Mary’s Hospital,
Madison

Transformations
Unity Point/Meriter
UW Eye Clinic
UW Home Health
UW Hospital and Clinics
VanDen Wymelenberg
Foundation
Verona Lions Club
Waunakee Manor
Waunakee Senior Center
West Coast Medical
Resources
Wheaton Brace Company
Whirlpool Corporation
Wisconsin Lions
Foundation
Zwingli United Church of
Christ

Thanks to Sylvia Boomsma for editing, Lisa Imhoff for design and layout, and Images Plus for printing this edition of The Resource.

SRW accepts gifts of appreciated stocks and mutual fund shares. Your gift of such qualifies for a tax deduction based of full
market value of your stock or mutual fund shares plus you avoid the capital gains tax that would otherwise arise from the
sale of stock or mutual fund shares.

Sharing Resources Worldwide
2405 Industrial Drive • Madison, WI 53713
Phone 608-445-8503 • E-mail mdowl@tds.net • www.sharingresourcesworldwide.org

Your Name_________________________________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________ Fax _______________________________________________
Email _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Donation checks should be made out to Sharing Resources Worldwide. Please return this card with your donation
to the address above.
For your convenience, SRW can now accept your donation by credit card online. Just go to our website at
www.sharingresourcesworldwide.org and donate via credit card on our secure site.
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Sharing Resources Worldwide
2405 Industrial Drive
Madison, WI 53713
Mary Dowling
608-445-8503
mdowl@tds.net
See more about SRW and make copies of this newsletter at:
http://www.sharingresourcesworldwide.org

MISSION
Through the delivery of excellent health care Sharing Resources Worldwide (SRW) endeavors to improve the quality
of life of disadvantaged populations around the world.

VISION
By organizing and supporting medical teams, SRW will provide
surgical, medical, dental care, and eye care for disadvantaged
people. When possible, SRW will work closely with in-country
partners to deliver these kinds of care. SRW will provide on-site
medical professionals and institutions with donated supplies and equipment and allow them to consistently offer
needed services for their needy populations. SRW’s primary
concern will be meeting the needs of children 18 years old
and younger.

VALUES
SRW’s board, director, and medical team members will provide
needed care and treatment internationally, while consistently
demonstrating the following core values:
Excellence
Respect
Compassion
Accountability

All donations are tax deductible.
Please make checks payable to:
Sharing Resources Worldwide.
Sharing Resources Worldwide is incorporated in the state
of Wisconsin and is a tax exempt charitable 501 ( c ) (3)
organization.
For more information on Sharing Resources Worldwide,
check out our Web site at
www.sharingresourcesworldwide.org

Sharing Resources Worldwide
Mary Dowling, Director

Governing Board
Richard Thompson, President
Adam Dowling
Neil Lucchese, M.D.
John Woodford, M.D.
Patricia White, C.R.N.A.
Wendy Read, R.N.

